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Summary 
The Tozai Senpu ( ^ S S S H ) ['Eastern and Western Coin 
Book'] is an anonymous manuscript album of 413 coin rubbings 
of European, Islamic and East Asian coins and amulets now held 
in the library of Waseda University, Japan. It has been proposed 
that the album belonged to Japanese numismatist Kutsuki 
Masatsuna ( t ^ T ^ B I S ) (referred to in the British Museum 
archives as Prince Tamba) and documented part of his 
collection, substantial portions of which are now divided 
between the British Museum and the Heberden Coin Room 
(HCR) of the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. This paper briefly 
reviews the history of the Kutsuki (Tamba) collection, parts of 
which may have a documented history as far back as the late 17*̂  
century. It reports the results of a survey of the Vietnamese coin 
rubbings in the Tozai Senpu and their comparison with the c. 746 
Vietnamese coin images in the H C R collection database. The 
album is likely to have reached its present form around 1783-
1787, when the Western coin rubbings would have been added. 
The inscriptions of the 16 Vietnamese coin rubbings in Tozai 
Senpu have been identified, including three rubbings which can 
be matched with confidence to specific Tran Dynasty coins of 
the Thieu Phong era (1341-1357) in the HCR' s portion of the 
Kutsuki collection ( H C R 58269, 58266 and 58268). The study 
confirms that the Tozai Senpu includes Vietnamese coins from 
Kutsuki Masatsuna's personal collection and therefore is most 
likely to have belonged to him or to a close associate. 

Introduction 
The link between a unique Japanese album of coin rubbings, 
titled Tozai Senpu (SlffiSff), and the aristocratic Japanese 
numismatist Kutsuki Masatsuna (^^7^ WM) (1750-1802), was 
first posited by Craig Greenbaum (2013), who demonstrated the 
co-occurrence of particular coin types among the Tozai Senpu 
rubbings and the woodblock illustrations in several of Kutsuki's 
numismatic publications.^ Greenbaum concluded that the 
notebook probably belonged to Kutsuki and contained rubbings 
of coins from his personal collection. However, until now no 
definite examples have been presented of specific coins that are 
known to have belonged to Kutsuki and are represented among 
these rubbings. This paper identifies three Vietnamese coins 
from the collection of Kutsuki Masatsuna, now located in the 
collection of the Heberden Coin Room of the Ashmolean 
Museum, University of Oxford, which can be convincingly 
matched to their rubbings in the Tozai Senpu. 

The Tozai Senpu 
The Tozai Senpu ('Eastern and Westem Coin Book') is an 
anonymous and undated album of coin rubbings now held in the 
library of Waseda University, Japan.^ It consists of 31 double-
sided pages bound in landscape with printed cardboard covers, 
measuring approximately 174 x 242 mm and reading from right 
to left, with the binding on the right side. It contains 413 
rubbings of coins, medals, and amulets. The rubbings have been 
cut out and pasted onto the pages, carefully positioned in rows 
according to the size of the coins, mostly with the obverse above 
the reverse. The album has a designed layout, with endpapers 
left blank at both ends of the album. The reverse of the opening 
flyleaf carries the four-character handwritten title on a vertical 
strip of paper pasted close to the outer margin. The reverse of 
the closing flyleaf is left blank. One page has been left blank 
between the Chinese coins and the amulets. A l l but two of the 
pages of rubbings, including the first and last pages, were 
completely filled with rubbings without gaps, though one 

rubbing has since been lost.^ It is likely that the album was 
conceived as a complete assemblage over a short period of time, 
rather than being a haphazard compilation over an extended 
period. 

Fig. L Thieu Phong Thong Bdo (MWMm) (read TBRL). 
Reverse: crescent moon above hole. Above: Tozai Senpu 

rubbings. Below: HCR 58269. Vietnam, Trdn Dynasty 
(Barker, p. 73, cfFig 19.2). Weight: 3.63 g 

The rubbings are arranged sequentially in three categories. 
Firstly, there is a selection of 260 mainly Chinese cash and other 
oriental coins. Sprinkled among these are 16 Vietnamese cash 
and one Cambodian coin, one Nagasaki trade coin,"^ and three 
cash coins produced in Japan for the rebel Koxinga in Taiwan.^ 
Next are a selection of 44 amulets, and finally 109 Westem and 
Islamic coins.^ The last-dated European coin in the album 
appears to be from 1783. The imphcation is that the album could 
not have been prepared before 1783. The latest Chinese coins 
are of the Southern Ming and Qing Rebels. No rubbings of Qing 
Dynasty coins are represented, beyond a single coin from the 
reign of the Manchu Nurhachi (1616-1626).'' The apparent 
absence of domestic Japanese cash coins from the album is 
notable.^ The quality of the rubbings in the Tozai Senpu varies, 
being generally better for the larger coins and worst for the very 
smallest, which include the Vietnamese issues. Despite this and 
the limitations of scanning technology, only one rubbing in the 
album has proved impossible to read, even in part, owing to its 
indistinctness, occasioned by the small size and presumably poor 
casting or condition of the coin. 

Kutsuki Masatsuna's publications and the significance of 
coin rubbings 
Among his voluminous numismatic output,^ Kutsuki published 
several woodblock printed books based on rubbings, including 
Zbho kaisei kbho zukan (Bj( iE7L;^l l lM) ['Enlarged and revised 
illustrations of coins'] in 1784, and Zbho kaisei chinka koho 
zukan ['Enlarged and revised illustrations of rare coins'] in 
1785.^^ In 1787 Kutsuki published his first work on European 
coins, Seiyo senpu ( H # ^ f t ) ['Account of Westem coins'], 
which is assumed to be based on coins he received from Isaac 
Titsingh (1745-1812), Chief of the Dutch East India Company's 
factory at Deshima,^ ̂  whom he may have met at Edo in 1780 and 
certainly met there in 1782, and with whom he exchanged coins 
and correspondence for the rest of his life.^^ The mbbings of 
Westem coins in the Tozai Senpu appear likely to have been part 
of Kutsuki's preliminary work for the production of the Seiyd 
senpu. It would therefore be reasonable to propose a date of 
1783-1787 for their creation. 

In 1788, the first edition appeared of Kutsuki's comprehensive 
(Wakan) kokon senka kan (or kagami) ^mi^) 
['Mirror of (Chinese and Japanese) ancient and modem 
coinage'] in 20 volumes, which was to be reprinted five times 
between 1790 and 1804. Greenbaum (2013: 55-56) matched 14 
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Vietnamese coin rubbings from the Tozai Senpu to illustrations 
in the Wakan kokon senka kagami, including a rare Thieu Phong 

ThongBdo (W\WMM) with a crescent moon on the reverse. The 
Tozai Senpu includes rubbings of only a small number of 
Chinese and Vietnamese coins, compared to the much larger 
range of these coins in the portion of Kutsuki's collection 
presently housed in the HCR. There would therefore have been 
better examples of some of the coin types used for these 
rubbings, so presumably either these were not to hand when the 
rubbings in Tozai Senpu were made, or else these specific coins 
were considered to be of special interest. It might be expected 
that some of Kutsuki's large and important collection of 
Japanese coins would also have been recorded as rubbings but i f 
so they are not presented in the Tozai Senpu. There is therefore 
a possibility that other albums of rubbings based on Kutsuki's 
collection might still remain to be discovered. 

Kutsuki Masatsuna's coin collection 
Kutsuki Masatsuna was referred to in Europe as 'Lord of 
T a m b a ' o r 'Prince T a m b a ' a f t e r one of his feudal 
possessions. After the arrival of a major part of his collection in 
England, it was initially known (both at the British Museum 
(BM) and at the Ashmolean) as the Tamba collection. His own 
pubhshed catalogue of his collection, Saiundo zosen mokuroku-
sen {^^U^M^ a $i) ['Catalogue of the Coin Collection of the 
Hall of Coloured Clouds'], which was not issued until 1788 and 
only exists today in two copies,stated that he had acquired the 
collection of the great Japanese numismatist and collector of the 
previous generation, Uno Muneaki ( ^ P T K ? ^ ) (1702-1773).^^ 
Recently, Greenbaum (2017)^^ has advanced the view that many 
of the coins in Kutsuki's collection would have come, via Uno 
Muneaki, from the collections of earlier Japanese numismatists, 
in particular that of Tennoji-ya Chobee ( ^ i # M , f i : ; f e # x ) (fl. 
1680-1714).^^ Greenbaum demonstrated that many of the same 
coin types had been illustrated repeatedly by earlier authors 
before Kutsuki used them in his own books, but the accuracy of 
his images indicates that they are based on rubbings. This 
hypothesis is based on the two extant copies of a now lost 
original manuscript, Kecho Ruishu ( f t ^ S M ^ ) , compiled by 
Tennoji-ya from his own collection between 1683 and 1714. As 
evidence of this long chain of custody, Greenbaum (2017: 49, 
Chart 1) cites a sequence of images of rare Japanese Shima Sen 
coins from Tennoji-ya's collection which correspond with those 
that are now in the British Museum component of Kutsuki's 
collection. Kutsuki's rare Vietnamese coin, H C R 58268, Thieu 

Phong Nguyen Bdo ( . ^ P M T L H ) (Fig. 3) is another possible 
candidate to have been one of Tennoji-ya's coins, since a coin 
with this inscription features on page 9 of Kecho Ruiju ( { k ^ S 
1^), an undated facsimile copy of Tennoji-ya's lost Kecho 
Ruishu, held at the National Diet Library of Japan.^^ 

After the death of Kutsuki Masatsuna in 1802, his oriental coin 
collection appears to have remained largely intact, but its history 
is unknown until 1881 when about 9,000 coins were offered to 
Reginald Poole, Keeper of the Department of Coins and Medals 
at the B M by a London-based general dealer and commission 
agent, Rudolph Frentzel (1835-1915), who was himself a coin 
collector, though with no holdings of oriental coins.^^ It appears 
likely that Frentzel was only acting as agent for the real owner 
of the collection, since in Poole's submission to the Trustees in 
1881, he described Frenzel as being the person "in whose hands 
the Tamba Collection is placed for disposal".^^ 

Albert Terrien de Lacouperie (1844-1894) was employed by 
the B M to make a survey and selection from the Tamba 
collection and in 1884, 2,524 coins, mainly said to be Japanese 
and Korean, were finally purchased.^^ B y then Frentzel had 
already sold the whole collection on to Howel Wills (1854-
1901), a barrister and book collector (and also a friend of de 
Lacouperie), who duly completed the sale to the B M , retaining 
the residue of the collection himself, although he appears to have 

had no personal interest in c o i n s . T h i s is significant because it 
makes it unlikely that the collection received any additions 
during his tenure of it. 

In Poole's 1881 memorandum to the B M Trustees, he stated 
that Kutsuki's collection was already complete by 1783, the 
supposed date of a 16-volume catalogue of the collection which 
Poole said he had seen.̂ ^ Presumably this "catalogue" was not a 
copy of the very rare Saiun-do zosen mokuroku-sen of 1788, but 
more likely consisted of parts of the Wakan kokon senka kan. In 
any event, it seems that no catalogue relating to Kutsuki's 
collection is present in the B M today. It is possible that Wills, a 
bibliophile, may have retained it in his own extensive library. 

It seems likely that Wills donated the remaining 6,500 or more 
coins of Kutsuki's collection to the newly estabhshed (1883) 
Indian Institute of Oxford University, soon after he acquired 
them. There they remained until 1922 when they were 
transferred to the Ashmolean M u s e u m . I n the HCR, Kutsuki's 
coins are mosdy identified only by their oblong card tickets, 
presumably written by Terrien de Lacouperie, bearing suggested 
transliterations of their inscriptions.^^ The tickets were originally 
attached to the coins by yellow or red silken thread.No overall 
unified inventory has been made of the HCR's Kutsuki 
collection, which is now divided up by countries in different 
parts of the main collection. However, E . T . Leeds (1877-1955), 
Keeper of the Ashmolean Museum (1928-1945), made four 
manuscript catalogues of parts of the Kutsuki collection between 
the 1930s and the early 1950s, adding his own catalogue 
numbers in pencil to the reverse of many of the tickets.^^ His 
catalogues covered the Chinese, Vietnamese and Korean coins, 
omitting only the Japanese coins. Leeds estimated that there 
were 6,037 Chinese coins in Kutsuki's collection. From 2014 to 
2017, during her tenure of a Sackler Fellowship, Lyce 
Jankowski, with the help of volunteers, identified and ticketed 
many of Kutsuki's coins from the "Surplus Chinese" collection 
and elsewhere, assigning them to the Chinese, Japanese, Korean 
and Vietnamese sections of the main H C R collection, as 
appropriate. 

Fig 2. Thieu Phong Nguyen Bdo (MMtlK) 
(read clockwise, seal script). Reverse: plain. 

Above: Tozai Senpu rubbings. Below: HCR 58266. Vietnam, 
Tran Dynasty (Barker, p. 71, Fig 18.1). Weight: 2.17 g 

Vietnamese coins in Tozai Senpu and the Kutsuki collection 
In this study, all 16 of the Vietnamese coins rubbings recognised 
in the Tozai Senpu have been identified and the position of each 
of them in the album has been documented (Table A).^^ These 
rubbings include one coin of the Dinh Dynasty, four of Tr§n Du 
Tong of the Tran Dynasty, one of Tran Cao from the period of 
the War of Independence against the Ming, three each of the 
Later Le and the Mac Dynasties, one of the Later Le Restored, 
and three unattributed coins. Two of the latter are of the type 
assigned by Hartill to his category 'Large Copper - Disfinct 
Calligraphy, Group 2 (Hi Nguyen Type)' . The third unattributed 
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Vietnamese coin in the Tozai Senpu is a Khai Dinh Thong Bdo 
which has not been seen since at least 1817, when 

an accurate drawing of it appeared in Chins en kihin zuroku 
i ^ ^ p p E l i i ) by Omura Shigetomi.^* 

In the last few years there has been a major effort to make parts 
of the HCR' s coin collection available online. This has included 
parts of the East Asian collections, thanks to Lyce Jankowski 
and volunteers.In March 2020, digital photographic images of 
coins and tickets for most of the Vietnam collection were 
uploaded to the database and these are now being documented. 
The 16 Vietnamese rubbings recognized in the present study 
(Table A ) have been checked against all 746 Vietnamese coin 
images currently in the H C R database. This exercise has 
produced just three exact matches, which are shown in Figs. 1-
3. Matching is complicated by the fact that inked rubbings do 
not always precisely map the raised areas of a coin. The ink may 
go beyond or lag behind the edges of the raised design at any 
point, depending on the skill and intentions of the person making 
the rubbing. Where a common cast coin lacks unique features 
that will be reproduced in the rubbing, particularly areas of 
missing or excess metal, it may be difficult to confirm the 
identity of the rubbed coin. Each of the coins matched did have 
such unique features. 

A l l three of the coins matched to rubbings in this study are of 
the Thieu Phong era (1341-1357) of Tran Du Tong of the Tran 
Dynasty. Fig. 1 shows H C R 58269, a Thieu Phong Thong Bdo 

(,̂ p W M H ) classed by Barker as rare.^^ The rubbing of this coin 
from the Tozai Senpu was illustrated by Greenbaum (2013: Fig. 
7) and matched by him to the woodblock illustration in Kutsuki's 
book Wakan Kokon Senka Kagami. Figs. 2 and 3 show two 

Thieu Phong Nguyen Bdo ( i p ^ T c H ) coins, one in seal script 

and the other with the J C written in regular script. This last coin 
is also regarded by Barker as rare, and both it and the Thieu 
Phong Thong Bdo coin are the only examples of their type within 
both the HCR's Kutsuki collection and the H C R collection as a 
whole. 

Fig. 3. Thieu Phong Nguyen Bdo MMjUm (read clockwise, 

normal script 7L). Reverse, plain. Above: Tozai Senpu 
rubbings; Below: HCR 58268. Vietnam, Trdn Dynasty 

(Barker, p. 71, cfFig 18.3). Weight: 2.58 g 

The matching features between the rubbings and coins are 
outlined as follows: 

• H C R 58269, Fig. 1: Apart from the fact that this is the only 
coin of its type in the collection, the reverse shows several 
matching areas of excess or insufficient metal, including an 
obvious blob on the left-hand end of the crescent moon and 
also on the right side of the centre hole. The pattem of 
damage on the outer rim between 3 and 6 o'clock also 
matches. 

• H C R 58266, Fig. 2: The obverse shows an obvious pattem 
of excess metal to left and right of the bottom character 70, 
which is faithfully reproduced by the mbbing. The reverse 
of the coin is almost flat, hence the large amount of ink 
deposited across the flan of the coin in the rubbing. 

• H C R 58268, Fig. 3: This is also the only example of its type 
in the HCR. Its obverse shows a malformed top character $p 
which is reproduced in the mbbing. However, the most 
obvious feature visible on both obverse and reverse faces of 
the coin is the missing metal to the lower left corner of the 
central hole, which is also reproduced in the mbbing. 

Fig. 4. Khai Dinh Thong Bdo (§^^Mm). Reverse plain. 
Left: Tozai Senpu rubbings; Right: woodblock illustration from 

Chinsen kihin zuroku (^Mw^PPIW^M) [Tllustrated record of 
rare coins'] by Omura Shigetomi (^ft^m), 1817 

Because of its extreme rarity and its absence from intemet 
databases and recent numismatic literature, the Khai Dinh Thong 
Bdo (li!^il^) coin mbbing mentioned above is illustrated in 
Fig. 4, together with the high-quality woodblock illustration 
from Chinsen kihin zuroku ( ^ ® ^ pp [H ) by Omura 
Shigetomi in 1817. In Fig. 5, the textual listing and an illustration 
of what is presumed to be the same coin are reproduced from the 
pdf file of the unique copy of Kecho Ruiju {WlMMM) held in 
the National Diet Library, Japan. This is a later (but undated) 
copy of the lost Kecho Ruishu ({tSUS) which was compiled 
by Tennoji-ya Chobee from 1680 to 1714. It is hkely that this 
coin was in Tennoji-ya's own collection and eventually passed 
to Kutsuki.^^ 

The question naturally arises as to where the remaining 
Vietnamese coins used for mbbings may be, i f they have not 
simply been overlooked during this survey. There are several 
possibilities: some of them may be in the B M collection, while 
others may have been gifted or exchanged by Kutsuki himself, 
or dispersed after his death. There is also the possibility that 
some are presently lying unrecognised elsewhere in the H C R 
collection. It is likely that more of them will come to light in the 
future. 
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t 
Fig. 5. Khai Dinh Thong Bdo (§§!^Mm), reproduced from the 

Kecho Ruiju (Date?), by Tennoji-ya, Chobee (pdffile of the 
unique copy in the National Diet Library, Japan). 

Left: listing in the text of Volume 1 of Kecho Ruiju. Tennoji-ya 
here uses the abbreviated form ofbao; Right: illustration from 

Volume 3 of Kecho Ruiju 

Conclusion 
The discovery of three of the 16 Vietnamese coins used to make 
rubbings in the Tozai Senpu confirms that the album was indeed 
at least partly based on Kutsuki Masatsuna's personal collection, 
and was therefore in all probability either his own record or 
made by a close associate with access to his collection. It also 
helps to place a part of his collection in his hands as early as the 
mid-1780s. As the digitising of the Kutsuki collection proceeds, 
it will eventually become possible for interested numismatists to 
link more of the coin and amulet rubbings in Tozai Senpu to his 
collection. It wil l also permit more detailed comparisons 
between the pattem of coin types present in the collection and 
those illustrated in early Japanese numismatic books, building 
on the work of Craig Greenbaum. This in tum will shed further 
light on early Japanese coin collecting pattems and coin 
availability, and wil l improve dating estimates for some 
currently unattributed coins and amulets. 
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Table A. Vietnamese coins in the Tozai Senpu rubbings album located in the HCR collection 

Coin Legend Position in Tozai Senpu Dynasty Dynastic Title Reign Title Years of issue 
(CE) 

Reference This coin in 
HCR? 

Any other 
example in HCR? 

ThaiBinhHimgBdo -^W-MM (written 
as Dai Binh Hung Bdo 

Page 5, verso, row 2, column 
3 

Dinh ( T ) Dinh Tien Hodng Thdi Binh ( A ¥ ) 968 - 979 Barker, p. 52, cfFig. 1.12 Not found Yes 

Thieu Phong Thong Bdo 
Reverse: moon above 

Page 8, verso, row 2, column 
4 

Tran ( P I ) Trdn Du Tong Thieu Phong {Wi'M.) 1341 - 1357 Barker, Page 73, cfFig. 19.2 Yes, HCR 
58269 

Unique 

Thieu Phong Nguyen Bao ^ ^ P M T L R 
(seal script) 

Page 8, verso, row 2, column 
5 

Trdn ( P I ) Trdn Du Tong Thieu Phong i^^W) 1341 - 1357 Barker, p. 71, Fig. 18.1 Yes, HCR 
58266 

Yes, one other 

Thieu Phong Nguyen Bdo M 7 ^ H 

(normal script TC) 

Page 8, verso, row 2, column 
6 

Trdn ( P I ) Trdn Du Tong Thieu Phong iW^m.) 1341 - 1357 Barker, p. 71, cfFig. 18.3 Yes, HCR 
58268 

Unique 

Dai Tri Nguyen Bdo A J O T L R Page 8, verso, row 2, column 
3 

rr^n ( P I ) Trdn Du Tong Dai Tri (A)^) 1358 - 1369 Barker, p. 76, cfFig. 20.5 Not found Yes 

ThienKhdnh Thong Bdo ^MWm. Page 7, verso, row 2, column 
5 

Ming Occupation, 
War of Independence 

N/A Thien Khdnh ( ^ M ) 1426 - 1428 Barker, p. 97, Figs. 28.1-2 Not found No 

Thien Hung Thong Bdo ^ f f l j i ^ Page 8, recto, row 2, 
column 7 

Later Le ( f ^ ^ ) N/A Thien Hung ( ^ K ) 1459-1460 Barker, p. 118, Fig. 34.1 Not found No 

Doan Khanh Thong Bao ttmMMM Page 8, recto, row 2, 
column 6 

Later ( t t | | ) Le Uy Muc Doan Khdnh (JffiS) 1505-1509 Barker, p. 130, cfFig. 38.3 Not found No 

Quang Thieu Thong Bdo 7^,^p$iS Page 5, recto, row 2, 
column 3 

Later L e ( m ^ ) Le Chieu Tong Quang Thieu (M^) 1516-1522 Barker p. 137, cfFig. 40.4 Not found Yes 

Minh Due Thong Bdo B^fiMH Page 7, verso, row 2, column 
2 

Mac (^11) Mac Thdi To Minh Due (mm) 1527 - 1529 
Barker, p. 142, Fig. 45.2 

Not found Yes 

Dai Chinh Thong Bdo A J I j l H Page 8, right leaf, row 2, 
column 5 

Mac ( M ^ ) Mac Thdi Tong Dai Chinh (AIE) 1530 -1540 Barker, p. 144, Figs. 47.1-2 Not found Yes 

QudngHoa Thong Bdo I M ^ Q M S Page 7, verso, row 2, column 
1 

Mac (mm) Mac Hien Tong QudngHoa ( M ^ P ) 1541 - 1546 
Barker, p. 145, Fig. 48.1 

Not found Yes 

Vinh Thinh Thong Bdo ^ ^ I I R Page 8, recto, row 2, 
column 4 

Later Restored (t^H) Le Du Tong Vinh Thinh {^^) 1709 Barker, pp. 165-166, cf Fig. 66.2; 
Thierry, CMVS, p. 51, Fig. 162 

Not found Yes 

Hi Nguyen Thong Bdo Wijtl^V. Page 8, verso, row 2, column 
2 

unattributed N/A N/A 7 Hartill GCC, p. 102, Fig. 2.21 "Large 
Copper - Distinct Calligraphy, Group 
2 (Hi Nguyen Type)" 

Not found No 

Cdnh Nguyen Thong Bdo jcMff Page 8, verso, row 2, column 
1 

unattributed N/A N/A ? Hartill, GCC, p. 102, Fig. 2.23 
"Large Copper - Distinct Calligraphy, 
Group 2 
(Hi Nguyen Type)" 

Not found No 

Khai Dinh Thong Bdo i i l ^ M R Page 8, verso, row 2, column 
7 

unattributed N/A N/A 7 Omura Shigetomi, 1817 
(reprinted 1900). Chinsen kihin zuroku 

mm°umtw, P . 28 

Not found No 
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25. Poole informed his superiors in 1881 that "the Tamba Collection was 
completed before 1783 at which date the Catalogue was printed in 
Japan", and that "it is necessary to examine the Japanese Catalogue in 
sixteen volumes" [ B M Central Archives, Special Papers 4317, 5 
October 1881], reproduced in Wang, H . , A History of the Japanese 
Coin Collection at the British Museum', p. 9, in Sakuraki et al, 2010. 

26. The Indian Institute could not subsequently explain how or when 
they received the collection and had no record of a donation by Howel 
Wills. See the text of a letter from E . H . Johnston [Edward Hamilton 
Johnston, Keeper of the Indian Institute] to E . T . Leeds, 17 March 
1941, reproduced in Wang, H. , 'How did Kutsuki Masatsuna's Coins 
Come to the British Museum?', p. 14, in Sakuraki et al., 2010. 

27. Many of these bear numbers pencilled on the reverse by E . T . Leeds, 
corresponding to his manuscript catalogues. 

28. Red thread for pre-Tang coins and yellow for Tang and after, plus 
Vietnam and Japan (Lyce Jankowski, personal communication). 

29. The four manuscript notebooks by E . T . Leeds in the archives of the 
Ashmolean Museum are: Arch. Ash. 12: 'The G. Uvedale Price 
Collection of Chinese Coins collated with those in the Howel Wills 
Collection'; Arch. Ash. 16: 'Notes on the Coinage of Annam with a 
summary catalogue of the Howel Wills Collection'; Arch. Ash. 17: 
'Catalogue of the Howel Wills Collection of Chinese Coins.' and 
Arch. Ash. 18: ' A Catalogue of Coins of Korea in the Howel Wills 
and C.T. Gardner Collections'. See Wang, H . , 'How did Kutsuki 
Masatsuna's Coins Come to the British Museum?', p. 14, in Sakuraki 
et al., 2010. A loose sheet in Arch. Ash. 17 indicates that the Chinese 
coins were catalogued in 1940-41. 

30. The position of rubbings on the numbered double page scans is given 
as left (verso) or right (recto) page, then by row and column, counting 
from top left. 

31. Craig Greenbaum (personal communication) believes that this was 
recognised as a Vietnamese coin by Miura Gosen in his book Annam 
senpu. Volume 3, Teruisen-nobu ('Unofficial coins'), 1965, p. 110. 

32. For the East Asian coins in the database, see: 
http://hcr.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collection/8?page=5. 

33. Barker, R.A., 2004, The Historical Cash Coins of Viet Nam, p. 73, 
Fig. 19.2 ("rare +"). 

34. Ibid., p. 71 , Figs. 18.1 ("extremely scarce") and 18.3 ("rare"). 

35. Page 22 of Volume 3 of the pdf version of Kecho Ruiju, a facsimile 
of the lost manuscript AT^c/zo Ruishu, by Tennoji-ya from the National 
Diet Library, Japan, shows a crude drawing of the Khai Dinh Thong 
Bdo coin, with the bao rendered in a seal script style that is very 

• different from that of the rubbing (Fig. 5). This is puzzling since 
Tennoji-ya was well able to illustrate different styles of bao 

/ accurately. However, it seems unlikely that he owned another coin 
with this inscription. The difference may be the result of errors 
introduced by a copyist. 
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